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SADLER’S WELLS. 

Ar this period of the year we look forward, 
asa matter of course, to the Lenten entertain- 
ments provided by that most indefatigable of all 
amateur impresarios, Mr. W. Stanley, at the 
above theatre, which is usually given over in the 
spring to that gentleman and his band of young 
enthusiasts for one whole week’s practise on its 
venerated boards—-we use the term advisedly, 
forno house in London—Drury Lane, perhaps, 
excepted — is more entitled to veneration, 
having been, as it were, the home of our great 
poet. 

The pieces selected are, for the most part, the 
well-worn plays so often produced at this estab- 
lishment ; one tragedy, however, announced for 
ay qpeer> next Saturday— Venice Preserved— 
is $0 rarely attempted, that some interest is 
attached to its revival, and we are curious to 
know how it will take with the audience. 

Lord Lytton’s Richeliew and Meg’s Diversion 
was the programme for the opening night. Inu 
the first-named play the manager resumed his 
clever and tolerably well-known impersonation 
ofthe Cardinal. Mr. W. Nicholls also repeated 
his excellent delineation of the confidante, 
Joseph ; both these geatlemen, of course, were 
quite at home in their respective parts. We 
believe the rest of the cast was committed to the 
care of new and unpractised bands, at any rate 
vearly all the ladies and gentlemen assumed 
their several rdles for the first time, Mr. C. White 
doing De Mauprat, Mr. F. Taylor Baradas, Mr. 
Harvey De Beringham, Mr. Bingley the King, 
Miss Lawrence Frangois, and Miss Ada Byron 
Julie; the names of Messrs. Hayden, Lytton, 
Ashton, Radnor, and Miss Whitmore being 
affixed to the minor characters. 

The play went on the whole pretty smoothly ; 
we do not feel called upon either to criticise or 
condemn, nor can we in truth extol the per- 
formers for any extraordinary proficiency exbi- 
bited in their noviciate; they were careful and 
conscientious amateurs, and as such deserve 

honorable mention; indeed, tbe little lady with 
the poetic name worked in good earnest, and 


Lizzie Lawrence was as pretty and faithful a 
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Francois as the most fastidious master could 
wish. 
The afterpiece, with one exceptign—that of 


Mr. Nicholls, who acted Jeremy ip a 
hearty, bluff manner—was interpreted by the 
Prince of Wales’s Club, who played it not long 
ago at another theatre, Miss Victor, an admi- 
rable actress, either in tragedy or comedy, 
lending her assistance as Mrs. Netwell, and 
Misses Lizzie Dudley and S. Nielis appearing as 
Cornelia and Meg. Messrs. Mortimer (Merton), 
White (Jasper), Hawkesley (Roland), and 
Jepson (Eytem), being all thoroughly acquainted 
with the dialogue, and displaying no little talent 
iu their various assumptions. 
The Star Comique, Mr. Eugene Cater, appear- 
ed between the pieces. 
Last night Hamlet was performed, with Mr. 
Stanley as the Dane, Mr. Nicholls as Claudius, 
Mr, Hudson the Ghost, and Mesdames Malcolm, 
Wheeler, and L. Dudley, in the female charac- 
ters; preceded by Larkin’s Love-Letters (played 
by the members of the Thetis Club). 
Mr. Stanley is a hatd-working man; since the 
days of the Garrick Club and the Ellistonians, 
we know of no amateur society which has so 
assiduously devoted its energies to the cause of 
the legitimate drama as the Kemble Dramatic 
Company, under his direction. 
The costumier (Harrison) and perruquier 
(Wickens) did good service in their respective 
lines, 

— 


DRURY LANE THEATRE. 


Mr. Cuarrerton took his benefit on Saturday 
night, it being the termination of what we are 
j happy to learn has been a most prosperous season. 
The programme was varied and attractive. Mr. 
J. L. Toole opened the performances with his re- 
nowned impersonation of Mr. Spriggins in Jci on 
‘ Parle Francais. It is scarcely necessary to say 
that he kept the audience in a roar from beginning 
to end. He was most effectively supported by 
Mr. H. Irving and Mr. Ashley. An act from 
Hamlet followed, Mr. 'T. ©, King deservedly tak- 





| ing honours of this portion of the entertainment, 
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Then came certain scenes from Peep o’ Day, suc- 
ceeded by a Regular Fix, which secured an en- 
thusiastic reception for Mr. Sothern, who appeared 


| STRAND THEATRE. 
| A New burlesque extravaganza, entitled 


as Hugh de Brass. A scene from The Willow | Sir George and a Dragon; or, We are Seven, 


Copse, sustained by Mr. B. Webster, Mrs. Mellon, 
and Miss Furtado, brought the amusements of 
the evening to termination. The theatre was 
crowded with a most brilliant and fashionable as- 
sembly. . 
EO 
THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 
Miss MARRIOTT is fulfilling an engagement at 


this theatre under peculiarly disadvantageous | 


circumstances. In order that she might be sup- 
ported bv one accustomed to her acting she had 
selected Mr. Edmund Phelps to accompany her, 


but he was unfortunately able to perform for | 


three nights only, and that with an effort, as he 
was evidently labouring under severe indisposi- 
tiov. On Thursday night last, in consequence 
of his continued illness, Mr. Wyndham played 
Sir Thomas Clifford in The lunchback in his 
place. On Friday the same gentleman appeared 
for him as the Ghost in //amlet. 

Miss Marriott’s acting is of a very first-class 
order. 
her reading of the character being the best we 
have met with for many along day. Her Lady 
Macbeth, too, is a picture of exceeding excel- 
lence. Guy Mannering has been revived on her 
account, but with exception of her Meg Merri- 
lies there is little else to notice, excepting that 
a Mr. Dobson, from Glasgow, gave a very 
imperfect and vulgar portraiture of the noble- 
hearted Liddesdale Farmer,*Dandie Dinmut, and 
on the other hand Mr. Sloan acquitted himself 
very respectably in the character of Henry 
Bertram. His vocal powers are of no mean 
order. FrA DIAVOLo. 

ae ee 

One of Mr. Liston’s attractions for Easter is to 
be the famous /’rou Frou, which will be produced 
with great splendour. Miss Bessy Mordaunt will 
make her first appearance .in London as_ the 
heroine. Messrs. D. Fisher, J. Nelson, Mrs. 
Liston, and Miss Reinhardt will also appear in 
principal characters. 

EpwarRD ALLEYN.—The founder of the college 
at Dulwich, which pow contains a collection of 
fine pictures by old masters, was a celebrated 
player in the Elizabethan age, named Edward 
Alleyn. Fuller describes him as “a youth of 
an excellent capacity, a cheerful temper, a tena- 
cious memory, and a sweet elocution ; and in 
his person of a stately port and aspect.” He 
was a principal actor in the plays of Shakes- 
peare and Ben Johnson ; and amassed a large 
fortune as an actor, and as proprietor of the 
Fortune play-house near Whitecross-street, 
which he built bimself. Superstition induced 
him to build the college at Dulwich, if the story 
told by Aubrey be true ; which states, ‘ that Mr 
Alleyn, playing a demon with six others in one 
of Shakespeare's plays, he was, in the midst of 
the play, surprised by an apparition of the devil ; 
which so worked on his fancy, that he made a 
vow, which he performed by building Dulwich 
College.’ 


In Hamlet she most particularly excels; | 


; was produced at the above-named theatre on 
| the 31st ult.; its author, Mr. F. C. Burnand, 
in the majority of his productions, generally 
allows the ‘‘business’’ to monopolize his prin. 
cipal attention; but in the present piece he 
has diffused a little wit through the doggere| 
dialogue. An amusing piece of absurdity is 
introduced in the third scene, where the seven 
champions endeavour to cope with the “ bla 
tant bull of Barcelona,” an animal of the 
mildest disposition imaginable, as mild—al- 
though the statement may appear incredible— 
as the living specimens which were lately ex. 
_ hibited at the Agricultural Hall. Sir George 
| of England is sustained by Miss Lizzie Dasb- 
wood, who recently represented St. Anthony 
in the latest Standard pantomime. Miss Dash. 
| wood is a fair singer and a clever dancer, with 
| which facts the patrons of our Metropolitan 
music-halls have already had frequent oppor. 
tunities of becoming acquainted ; Sir George 
in this lively lady’s bands is the symbol of 
sauciness. Mr E. Terry, as Kalyba the En. 
chantress, does not at present fill the gap 
caused by the absence of Mr Thos. Thorne. 
By the time these lines are in print, Miss Kate 
Santley will probably have seen the advisabili- 
ty of modulating her voice when singing; on 
Thursday night several of her upper notes 
were dreadfully discordant. Miss Sartley, as 
the Princess Sabra, costumed a la Grande 
Duchesse, dances gracefully in a train skirt. 
Sir Patrick of Ireland has a rollicking repre- 
sentative in Miss Bella Goodall; and Mr 
David James is highly humorous as the Ea. 
peror of Morocco, a dusky gentleman of pecu- 
liarly polygamic principles. In the early part 
of the burlesque the champions appear as a 
Christy Minstrel troupe, Miss Bella Moore 
(Sir James of Spain) being in possession of 
the bones; the extravagant manner ia which 
Mr. G.W. Moore is in the habit of exercising 
his limbs, when performing with these melo- 
dious instruments at the St James’s Hall, is 
successfully imitated by that eccentric ‘‘corner- 

’s” daughter. A host of characters too 





man’s 
numerous to particularise are impersonated by 
Mise Jessie Anstiss, Miss Fanny Hughes, and 
a bevy of other pretty ladies. The scenery 
is effective, and the costumes without exhi- 
biting any originality in design, are showy. 
: An enthusiastic call for the author was an- 
swered by Mr. Collier in the following 
words :—* Ladies and gentlemen, I have to 
inform you that Mr. Burnand is not in the 
theatre; but will be made acquainted with 
your very gratifying reception of his bur 
lesque.” ph 
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DEATHS. 

On the morning of Saturday Mr. Phelps 
who resided in a hotel opposite the Theatre 
Royal, Edinburgh, was on his way to that house 
to attend therehearsal of A/ucbeth, in which he was 
to play the hero that evening, He had gone 
half way down stairs, when he felt faint, and 
having been assisted to his bedroom was placed 
in bed, where in a very few mingtes thereafter 
heexpired. The unhappy intelligence speedily 
spread, and much sorrow was felt for his untime- 
ly end, even by those who knew him not. The 
suddenness of the event gave a shock to every- 
one’s feelings. | Mre. Phelps (Miss Hudspeth) 
was telegraphed for, and ere this notice appears 
in print the green grass will be waving over the 
mortal remains of Edmund Samuel Phe'!ps. 
This young and promising actor was greatly 
ugpected and esteemed by all who ever came in 

ntact with him, either professionally or in the 
ut r world, 

It will be recollected that he made his first 
appearance at Sadler’s Wells, as Ulric, in Werner, 
pn November 21, 1860, since which time he has 
been constantly before the public. Ilis last ap- 
pearance in London was in Mr. Cheatham’s drama 
pf Devotion, at Sadler’s Welis, about a fortnight 
g0. Mrs. Edinund Paelps (Miss Hudspeth) was 
anounced to appear last Saturday for Mr. Chat- 
erton’s benefit, but the melancholy intelligence 
bf her husband’s death, which she only received 

few hours before the performance, necessarily 
prevented her from fulfilling her cagagement. 
Mrs. H. Vandenhoff died on Sunday last. She 
ad appeared a few nights previous to her demise 
tthe Queen’s ‘Theatre. 

W. C. Smith, who was formerly the acting- 
manager at the Adelphi, is dead. He was the 
uthor of a book on advertising. He was origin- 
lly an actor, and appeared at the Surrey, Pavilion, 
nd other theatres, 

Mrs. George Thompson, the mother of Mrs. H. 
ezin, died on Sunday last. She was one of three 
aughters of the late Mr. J. Cook, a bass singer, 
nd was, with her sister, Mrs. Leman Rede, a 
bember of the Drury Lane company in the days 
{ Kdmund Kean. 


——$_ <> ——__—. 
ASTLEY’S THEATRE. 
Mr. E.'I’, Smiru, the indefatigable Manager o 
his theatre, has laboured hard in the cause of the 
gitimate Drama, and has brought about a new 
ain Our public amusements, very much to be 
ommended. 
On Monday week Mr. Russell’s company ap- 
aed at this theatre in Offenbach’s Grand 
uchess of Gerolstein. Since its first production 
any alterations in the cast have taken place, but 
i visitors to Astley’s appeared well satisfied with 
he piece as at present represented. ‘Ihe theatre 
avery full, and several of the songs wete en- 
ed, while the famous dance at the end of the 
cond act, in which Mr. H. Payne and the other 
embers of the family are so conspicuous, was 
bcifererously encored. Mr. Stoyle appeared in his 
iginal character of Prince Paul,wbick he rendered 
ith all its quaintness and humour. Miss Cruise 
aan interesting Wanda, and Miss Soldene, as 
le Duchess, was received with favour. 


her songs were very effective. Mr. Rosenthal, as 
Boom, Mr. Norton, as Baron Puck, and Mr. Ray- 
ner, as Baron Grog, were amusing. Mr. Beverley 
acquitted himself very creditably as the soldier, 
Fritz, and sang his songs pleasingly, Mr. F. 
Payne, as Nepomuc, was one of the principals in 
the piece, at least as far as gaining the laughter of 
the audience. The band was capital, and Mr, 
Reed, the leader, is to be congratulated on its 
efficiency. 
a 


ALFRED THEATRE. 

Mx. J. B. Hows, the popular East-End favo- 
rite has appeared nightly at the above theatre. 
Mr. Howe will perform this week in the drama 
entitled, The Masked Man, previous to his depar- 
ture for California. 

2 


oO 
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REGENT’S PARK HALL. 


A COMPLIMENTARY benefit was given to Mr. J. 
E. Wall, the eminent composer, on Monday, 
March 28th, by a number of amateur ladies and 
gentlemen. Mr. Wilhelm Brooksby presided. 
The entertainments consisted of glees, dramatic 
readings, &c. A great many professional ladies 
and gentlemen volunteered their services on this 
occasion. 

An entertainment consisting of music, recita- 
tions, and dialogues, by the members of Mrs. 
{ytche’s Elocution Class, was given on Friday 
last, to a very numerous audience, who received it 
approvingly. Mrs. Abbott, and her daughters 
obtained well-earned applause for their pleasing 
rendering of “ My Old Man and I,” * Fair shines 
the Moon,” and ‘*Come back to Erin,” as did 
Miss Allebone, and Mr. Cooke, in ‘ Under the 
Willow she’s sleeping,” aided by achorusof ladies. 

Humour, and true comic verve were effectively 
eviuced by Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Perriam, and by 
Mr. Cooke, in their facetious songs, which 
elicited laughter and applause. 

The Dramatic selections from Othello, and 
Julius Caesar, afforded opportunities for the dis- 
play of the histrionic capabilities of Mr. Fitz- 
gerald, Mr. Perriam, Mr. Abbott, and Mr. 
Gaffray; and the clever and spirited recital of 
“ Gelert ” and ‘* The Lite Boat” by Mr. Warren, 
‘« Lady Clare Vere de Vere” by Mr. ‘Tinckman, 
and the emphatic delivery of the comic recitation 
of “ The Monk and his Reliques,” of Mr. Wall, 
by Mrs. Hytche, can be scarcely too much com. 








Some of | 


mended. , y 

The pianoforte playing by the Misses Smith, 
and another young lady (pupils of Mr. Wall), 
was much admired. 

————_>—— 

Great preparations are being made at the Stand- 
ard for the production of the new burlesqu of 
Guy Faux, which is to be placed upon the stage 
with unprecedented splendour. Mr. Douglass 
has secured the services of Miss Julia Mathews, 
the popular actress, who will appear as Tresham. 
This lady has always been a favourite, and her 
| appearance will be one of the principal events of 
| the evening. 

Mr. James Anderson, a very old favourite in 
he east, appears for a few nights at the Britannia 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Noricr.—We beg to remind Managers and Secre- 
taries, of Amateur Clubs, we are now making a 
new list of Registered Clubs for the year, and shall 
be glad to hear from them, stating the name of 
their club, place and time of meeting, with Mana- 
ger’s and secretary’s names, &c., with 2s. 6d. in 
postage stamps. 

Norice.—It is requested that all advertisements be 
sent by Monday afternoon, pre-paid. 

Mvsica.—M. Garcia was the father of Malibran. 

G. Marsu.—Lacy, bookseller, 89, Strand, will give 
you the information. 

C. C.—Mrs. C. Kemble was a Miss Decamp. 

A Praycorr.—Mr. E. T. Smith the lessee of Drury 
Lane for 8 years. 

J. Cottins.—We will look over the MS. 

W. X. Y.—We refer you to the list of Amateng 
Clubs. 

H. Witson.—We would willingly give alist of every 
Dramatic Club, providing secretaries would send 
the names and the 2s. 6d. to register them. 

Hon. Arrtittery Company.—The notice of the 
performance at St. George’s Hall will appear in 
our next. 

A Svurscriner.—Too late for this week. 
next. 

Fair PLray.—We must decline a paper war between 
parties who we know nothing of. 

Juxivs H. Branam.-—In our next. 

Porputar Acrors.—Next week. 


In our 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines . Od. 
Kight ls. 6d. 
Twelve . 8 . 2s. Od, 
Twenty . i ° . . ° 2s. 6d. 
Across the back 1s .extra. 


Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o’clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand. 
N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
334a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
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Stevens, Goswell Street. 
Potter, St. John’s Street Road. 
Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 
Dick, King’s Cross Road. 
Cox, Drury Lane. 
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OLD ACTING. 


“Ir isn’ VERY Goop!”’—That’s what the 
middle-aged men, who remember Macready, 
say of Phelps, of Dillon, &c., &c., when they 





are seen in great parts;—their acting, to them, 
is indifferent. 

At any rate, whether fogies, who are play. 
goers, be right or wrong, the style is different, 
There is no fine acting now, in the sense of 
finish and complete embodiment. The perfec 
finish of the old school was a marvel. Yo 
may see the same perfect, mimetic finish ig 
Dutch pictures, in the pictures of Wenver 
mans, Mieris, &c. A great deal that is now 
called art is no art atall. It is not even mer 
fidelity to nature. Is Fechter natural? 
Bouffe, the great French comedian, wa 
worth three of him. Bouffé was perhaps th 
only comedian whom I have seen more new 
the perfectly natural than our own Farren way 
Acting of old was certainly far more fervent 
than it isnow. Iam able to recollect ‘‘the fierce 
good-nature ’’ of Dowton, who was a capita 
actor. In tragedy there was far more of th 
red-heat of passion than we can find on th 
modern stage. The best acting of our day- 
and that is not tragic acting—seldom maka 
us forget where we are. The comic perform 
ances and the burlesque attempts that med 
us are for the most part only ridiculous au 
extravagant. If the end of acting be to make 
us laugh, we have funny performers by the 
score ; but I suspect the vis comica of our du 
is less than Liston’s in intensiiy. 

The comic dramas that are written hav 
little originality. It is a disgrace to th 
English stage, it is a disgrace even to literay 
morality and common honesty, to steal } 
wholesale from the French. The Fren¢ 
themselves are mediocre writers for the stag 
but it is far easier to translate and to adapt th 
to originate. We are sick of reiterating 
these truisms; and no doubt men are sicko 
reading the reiteration, but till we get ride 
folly and of nonsense, the stage is an enem 
to all art, and inimical even to decency. 

Now and then a pretty pleasant litttle pie 
like School gives us hope of a better states 
things; but the enormous run of more thao 
hundred nights for such a piece of smartne 
and agreeableness must be prejudicial to 
drama. Twenty—or at the outside—thith 
consecutive nights should satisfy the author: 
such a play ; but what can we expect whi 
managers, in nine cases out of ten, have 1 
critical discernment ? 

The old acting in good plays—in comedi 
like Zhe School for Scandal—we could w 
now parallel. The fact is without concent 
tion of power, at one theatre the thing is 
of the question. Macready was the only m 
within the recollection of playgoers now alitt 
who did his best for the drama. But the 
being an actor himself, he was always absorbé 
in egotistial contempl ation of himself. Thi 
has been the curse of all managements; ! 
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the selfishness that is the bane of socicty is 
likewise that of the theatre; and manager- 
actors who but think of themselves, are de- 
servedly neglected, and ultimately ruined. 
V.L. B. 


—_———__. 
THE COVENTRY MYSTERIES, &o.—I. 

Ir is not generally known that the terrible 
tragecy of Punch and Judy is a corruption of a 
Mystery founded on a legend relating to Pontius 
Pilate and his wife dame Procula, In Coventry 
Mysteries were very frequently performed 
during the 15th and 16th centuries. In the old 
Corporation accounts there are some singular 
entries of expenses incurred thereby. Mr. 7. 
Wright, the antiquary, published in the Journal 
of the Archeevlogical Association some of these 
items, viz. :— 

Item, payde to the sprytte of God, xvjd. 

Item, payde to two angelles, viiid. 

Item, payde to the demon, xvjd. 

When the Last Judginent was acted, we find :— 

Item, paid to ili plack soules ijs. (2s.) 

Item, paid to iii white soules, xviiid. 

The white souls were not rewarded so well as the 
black ones; perhaps they had a less difficult 
part to perform. 
Item, payde to two worms of conscience,xvj d. 
1477. Item, payde to a peynter for peyuting 
Herou’s face, xd, 

1478, Item, for mending of dame Procula’s 
garments, viid. 

1487. Item, to reward to maistresse Grymesby 
for lendynge off her geir for Pilatt’s 
wife, xiid, 

1480. Payde for mendynge Pilatt’s hatte, iiiid. 

1498. Payde for painting-of the demon’s hede, 

Payde to Fawstone for hanging Judazg, iiiid. 

Payde to Fawstone for coc-croying, iniid. 

(both rather dear at the price.) 

Payde for a new hoke to bang Judas, vjd. 

Payde for mending the develle’s cote, 

Payde for the spret of God’s cote, ijd. 

Item, a hat for Piatt. 

Item, payde for ij beards, vjd. 

Payde for mendynge the wynde, ijd. 

Payde for a new rope for the wynde, xviiid. 

Item, payde for mending hell-mouthe, ijd. 

Paydefor makynge of hell-mouthe newe, xxijd. 

Payde for kepynge of fyer at hell-mouthe, iid. 

Payde for setting the world of fyer, vd. 

These mysteries were not without their comic 
scenes. Noalh’s wife was always represented as 
ashrew, and her continual quarrels with her 
husband were expressly intended to provoke 
laughter, Inthe Annunciation to the Shepherds 
a comic scene was introduced, the subject of 
which was sheep-stealing, but how fun was ex- 
tracted from these pastoral kleptomaniacs we 
are left to conjecture. 

As early as the 12th century, scenes from 
sacred history, and legends of saints and martyrs, 
Were performed in England. ‘he ‘*Mysteries” 
were intended to teach the .mysteries of 
christianity, and the “ Miracle-plays” were so 
called because miracles were represented. 
Children were at first the only performers. ‘The 
Westminster School plays are mementos of ‘bis 
time, In, Rich. II.’s reign, the boy actors of 
"St. Powle’s Sehoole” petitioned the king to 





ing were ofttimes heard, 


prohibit certain inexpert people from presenting 
the History of the Old Testament. 

These plays were originally planned by the 
clergy, and were acted in abbeys, churches, 
churehyards, &c., on Sundays and feast-days, 
Then priests aud parish-clerks became actors, 
In 1391, a play was represented at Skinner’s 
Well, near Smithfield, which continued three 
days together, the king, queen, and nobles of 
the land being present. The Creation of the 
World was enacted soon after; this lasted eight 
days, aud was a most elaborate affair. In the 
15th century these plays were performed in pro- 
vincial towns at the expense of the corporation, 
A high canopied stage, on wheels, was at that 
time used. It was in this and the preceding 
century that these religious, and to some minds, 
impious dramas, were in full vigour. They were 
frequently represented in Germany, generally in 
Latin. It was about 1400 that a regular body 
of actors enacted the Passion de V, S. in Paris. 
They represented the life of our Lord from his 
baptism ; it was divided into several days, and 
was far more gorgeous than the English Myste- 
ries. Eighty-seven characters were introduced 
in the first day ; heaven, earth, and hell, com- 
bined to people the stage; severil scenes were 
written for singing aud chorus. These were 
performed in the open plain, and were thought 
to contribute so much to the instruction of the 
people that one of the Popes granted a pardon 
of 1000 days to every person who resorted 
peaceably to the plays performed in Whitsun- 
week at Chester, beginning with the Creation, 
and ending with the General Judgment. 

When the Bishop of Metz caused the Mystery 
of the Passion to be played (in 1457) near that 
city, the curate of one of the Metz churches, an 
old gentleman, was very nearly expiring on the 
cross, had he not been released. He was so 
enfeebled that it was agreed another priest 
should be placed on the cross the next day, to 
finish the representation ;—the old curé, how- 
ever, undertook to do the Resurrection, which, 
being a less difficult task, he did admirably. 
Another priest, cure of Metrange, played Judas, 
and he was nearly stifled while he hung on the 
tree, for his neck slipped; this being luckily 
perceived he was cut down, A French traveller 
informs us that in 1486 he saw a similar per- 
formance at Poitiers carried out with great pomp 
and splendour; the ladies and gentlemen of the 
neighbouring counties assisting. 

The spectators were entertained sometimes 
with the tortures of their patron saint, St. Denis; 
when more than dead they mercifully behead 
him ; the saint after his decapitation rises very 
deliberately, tucks his head under his arm, and 
walks off the stage in all the dignity of martyr- 
dom, 

Strutt tells us that the stage in those days 
consisted of three platforms raised one above 
another. On the uppermost sat the Pater 
Coelestis, surrounded with his angels; on the 
middle stage the holy saints and glorified men ; 
the lowest was occupied by mere men of the 
earth. On one side of the latter was a dark 
pitchy cavern, with fire and flames issuing from 
its mouth, from whence hideous yells and howl- 
From this yawning 
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chasm devils ascended to delight and instruct 
the spectators—to delight, because they were 
the greatest buffoons, and to instruct, because 
they treated the wretched mortals who were 
delivered to them with the utmost cruelty, 
thereby warning others to avoid falling into 
their clutches. 

A most extraordinary and literal representa- 
tion of the 3rd chapter of Genesis took place at 
Coventry, in those days of primitive simplicity. 
Before an assemblage of ladies and gentlemen 
Adam and Eve appeared on the stage in a state 
of nudity, and performed their part in the garden 
of Eden, including the serpent’s temptation, the 
perceiving and conversing about their para- 
disiacal costume, and the making of fig-leaves. 
A curious specimen this of the manvers of our 
country, concerning which we shall discourse 
further in our next, 

(To be continued.) 





Correspondence. 
To the Kditor of the THEATRICAL JoURNAL. 


MACBET II. 

Dear Str,—As Shakspeare isalways acceptable 
in whatever form, I went last Tuesday evening to 
hear Madame Ronniger lecture on Macheth at 
Linden Hall, Notting-hill. This talented lady 
possesses a distinct and pleasing delivery, and 
evidences of great dramatic power were shown in 
her recital of several illustrative portions of the 
tragedy. The sleep-walking scene being espe- 
cially good, and exciting the genuine applause of 
a numerous and fashionable audience. Accus- 
tomed as we are in this country to lengthy 
entertainments, Madame Ronniger’s lecture occu- 
pying about an hour, formed a refreshing variety. 
—Yours truly, A. E. W 











ASTLEY’S IN THE DAYS OF DUCROW. 

PeruArs few of our readers can recollect 
old Puil (on whom we dilated in a former 
number), but there are some, doubtless, who 
remember the great Ducrow, a man as yet 
unsurpassed in his own line, and probably 
unsurpassable, his equestrian feats being 
marvellous; if such there be (and we are sure 


our middle-aged readers cannot have forgotten | 
| 


him), the * Courier of St. Petersburg,” when 
he rode on four horses at once, will be familiar 
to them, but bis favourite beautiful white 


the circle with wings like Pegasus, and bound 
round the ring several times, his mane and 
tail erect, his fine eyes glistening, his open 
nostrils displaying a brilliant pink; eo sleek, 
so elegant is this milk-white steed, that he is 
the observed of all observers. Ducrow enters 
as Apollo, habited in white, with a small harp 
—a very classical figure. The sounds from 
the harp attract the attention of Pegasus, and 
he is, as it were, charmed; after a few 
caresses, Apollo mouuts him, and goes through 
a series of graceful attitudes; after 20 circuits 
or more, terminating with surprising fleetness 





| coloured ribbons. 
horse was really a wonder; he would enter | 


of the horse and dexterity of the ride. 
Apollo springs on the ground, Pegasus res 
and some beautiful grouping takes place in thy 


.centre of the circus; the exhibition was chag, 


poetical, and graceful. 
‘The encounter with the Indian and the wi 


horse was also a great treat to lovey 
of equestrian feats in those days. Son 


palm-trees are placed in fhe circle ; son 
zebras enter. Ducrow then appears as q 
Indian, with bow, arrows, and club ; a leopari. 
skin is thrown across his shoulders. He look 
about as if in search of sport. His manner ¢ 
handling the club is excellent, during which, 
wild horse rushes towards him. This , 
Pegasus again, but he is not recognizable ; ly 
is now ferocious; his exertious to seize th 
Indian are frightful; with bis ears down, an 
his head outstretched, pursuing the India 
amid the trees, he is terrific, and snorts ani 
kicks at being foiled. At length the Indian 
ventures into open ground, and a fierce en. 
counter ensues; the horse lashes his tail 
elevates his mane, rears, and endeavours to 
strike down the man, who dexterously avoid 
every attack, every now and then dealing 
apparently tremendous blows on the animal 
He rages, shows his teeth, turns, and kicks 
frightfully ; he returns to the charge, and the 
combat rages, till, from a powerful blow o 
the head, the horse reels and falls, the Indian 
leaps on the body, and dispatches his adversary 
amid the shouts of the audience. 

And now for a short account of another 
exhibition, which, although greatly supe 
rior, possesses many points of similarity 
with a recent amusing, and somewhat absurd 
display at the Agricultural Hall, called 4 
“Spanish Bull Fight.” At Astley’s it wasa 
grand, and even imposing affair; priuces, 
princesses, hidalgos, &c., assemble to wi ness 
the great National Sport; the grandees meet 
in gorgeous cavalcade, with a numerous 
retinue. After ascending a flight of steps 
from the circus to the stage, the royal persons 
take their seats; then enters a procession of 
picadores, matadors, and banderilleros with 
red flags and barbed darts, ornamented with 
Then combatants on horse 
back, bearing lances, all of whom arrange 
themselves, and ata trumpet-signal, by order 
of the algauzils, the doors are opened and the 
bull stalks forth. The effect is electric. The 
audience are alarmed at the terribly savage 
appearance of the beast. Yet this is the 
gentle and beautiful white horse with a bull’ 
skin over his padded neck and body, his head 
supplemented with horns, and his hoof 
painted as if cloven—in every respect looking 
like Taurus in propria persona. After staring 


wildly around he rushes on the principal 
caballero (Mr. Ducrow), who receives tbe 
attack, and by the dexterous use of his speal, 





ads the 
nother he 
om dest 
utter the 
raw the 

ley esca 
nother h 
ie horse 

r some 

ie spect 
xed star 
me the 

rther ir 
ierce his 
audarilla 
gricultur 
ur is tl 
to desp 
adly abc 
g, he si 
tere, dr 
ead bull 

he court 
cle is ov 
othing i 
nd the e' 
dge of t 
gacious | 
no devi 
ta bull 
prns (al! 
erce Tus 
an could 
everest § 


Mr. Art 
mby Mr 
hy, a tes 
banity ir 
Miss Bo 
porge’s 1 
An oper 
bmez, ha 
lan Seal 
Handel’ 
cred H. 
iday ne 
kdame S 
. Lewis 
Mr. Mc 
turday r 
attractio 
Mr. Mo 
ne from 
0 appeal 
f couse 
al of 7/ 
tat the 
8 week, 
brace \W 
Farren 
| appea’ 
arissa 
dken of 








—s 

rider: 
1S rests 
Ce in th 
S chaste 


the wil! 
lover 
Song 

>> Sone 
S as ay 
leopart. 
He looks 
anner of 
which, 
This i 
uble ; he 
eize the 
WN, ant 
India 
orts and 
e Indian 
erce eb. 
his tail, 
vours to 
y avoids 
dealing 
animal, 
ud kicks 
and the 
blow on 
2 Indian 
Iversary 


another 
y supe: 
imilarity 
t absurd 
salled a 
it wasa 
priuces, 
) WI Tess 
ees meet 
umerous 
of steps 
| persons 
ession of 
ros with 
ted with 
on horse 

arrange 
by order 

and the 
ic. The 
y savage 
a is the 
2 a bull’s 
his head 
‘is hooft 
t looking 
er staring 
principal 
sives the 
his speal, 


THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


111 





oads the bull into madness ; the bull attacks 
nother horse, and gores him, but he is saved 
om destruction by the foot combatants, who 
utter their red flags in the bull’s face, and 
raw the attack on themselves, from which 
rey escape by leaping over the enclosure. 
nother horseman is attacked and upset, and 
»¢ horse falls apparently dead; this goes on 
r some time, to the great astonishment of 
ie spectators, who, with open mouth and 
xed stare, shudder at the sight. After a 
me the horsemen retire, and the bull is 
rther irritated by the picadors, &c., who 
ierce his shoulders, and fix their barbed 
audarillas (not rosettas glued on, as at the 
gricultural, but real barbs); for half an 
ur is the poor beast apparently tortured 
to desperation; he tosses his head, runs 
adly about, till weary, wounded, and pant- 
bg, he sinks to the earth. A sledge now 
ters, drawn by decorated horses, and the 
ead bull is borne off to the sound of trumpets, 
he court and cavalcade retire, and the spec- 
ceisover. All this is done au grand serieux. 
othing is deficient but the bleeding wounds 
nd the eviseration of the horses. The know- 
ge of the business of the scene which this 
gacious horse evinces is extraordinary ; there 
no deviation from character; he is through- 
ta bull; his trot, the management of his 
pins (although he tosses no one), and the 
erce rush with his head—all display more 
an could be expected from Andrew Ducrow’s 
everest steed. 





Mr. Arthur Swanborough has had presented to 
m by Mr. Thorne, on behalf of the Strand com- 
ny,a testimonial for his kindness and general 
banity in his multifarious duties of manager. 
Miss Bouverie’s recitals will commence at St. 
porge’s Hall on the 18th inst. 
An opera by a youog Brazilian composer, M. 
bmez, has been successfuly brought out at the 
flan Scala. 
Handel’s Solomon is to be performed by the 
cred Harmonie Society, in Exeter Hall, on 
iday next. Miss Edith Wynne, Miss Vinta, 
hdame Sainton-Dolby, Mr. Vernon Rigby, and 
. Lewis Thomas are the principal vocalists. 
Mr. Montague’s benefit at the Princess’s on 
turday next promises great variety. The princi- 
attraction will undoubtedly be the appearance 
Mr. Montague and Miss Neilson in the balcony 
ne from Romeo and Juliet. Mr Creswick will 
O appear as Evelyn in the comedy of J/foney. 
ncousequence of the great success of the re- 
alof The Ticket-of-Leave Man on Wednesday 
tatthe Globe Theatre, it will be repeated all 
sweek, with Messrs. H. Neville, Souter, and 
brace Wigan, Mesdames Stephens, Hughes, and 
Farren in their original parts. Mr. J. Ciarke, 
lappear as Melter Moss. 

arissa Harlow is the title of a new work 
bken of as likely to be produced at the Grand 

a. 





REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
uae DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 

evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Oxford-street. Stage Manager, Mr T. E. Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 


eo Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray, 
NoeLu LONDON AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
CLU B—meets every Tuesday evening, at 8, at the 
SouruGatTEe Arms, Southgate-road, Islington, N.— 
Secretary, Mr John Ford, jun., to whom all communi- 
cations should be addressed. 
( RION DRAMATIC CLUB.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 
372, Kingsland-road ; Acting and Stage-manager, 
Mr G. H. Whittaker. Applications, with references, 
to be made to F. Small, jun., Hon. Secretary, 6, Albert- 
road, Dalston. 


OYALT Y DRAMATIC CLUB—meets every 
, Thursday evening at 8 at the CLuB-Room, la, 
Arbour-square, Stepney. Manager, Mr J. W. RED- 
HEAD; Treasurer, Mr J. WHITE; Secretary, Mr A. 
G, STODDART, 21, Arbour-street East, Commercial- 
road, E, 
M\HETIS DRAMATIC CLUB, Chelsea.—Meetings 
twice a week. Performances given in aid of chari- 
table institutions. For particulars as to performances, 
or for admission to this select Club apply to the Manager, 
R. Horsley Woods, Esa., 37, Markham-square,Chelsea 
S.W. 


ICTORIA AMATEUR CLUB (Established 1866.)—- 
This club is formed with a view of giving 
periodical entertainments for the mutual benefit of the 
members and other friends ; the former being at the en- 
tire expense attending the getting up of the same, and 
the ladies being exempt from all pecuniary liability. 
Henry Waker, Acting Manager, 21, Westbourne- 
road, Arundel-square, N. 





CmsAR IN A NEW ATriITUDE.—The fol- 
lowing ludicrous sentence is the result of a 
compositor’s erroneous punctuation—‘‘ Caesar 
entered upon his head, his helmet upon his 
feet, armed sandals upon his brow, a cloud in 
his right hand, his faithful sword in his eye, 
an angry glare!” 


Miss Augusta Thomson, a very excellent singer 
and actress, who has achieved great success as 
Cyril, in The Princess, at the Olympic, leaves that 
theatre and joins Mr. Russell’s opera bouffe com- 
pany as prima donna. She will commence at 
Manchester as Boulotte, in English version of 
The Barbe Bleue. 


ToLtnoway's O1InTMENT AND Pitis. Constant 
Success.—No diseases are more trying to the 
temper and more exhausting to the constitution 
than pains in the muscles and joints acused by 
exposure to wet or cold. Wherever the seat of 
suffering, it will only be necessary to foment the 
affected part with warm water,dry thoroughly, and 
immediately rub in Holloway’s inestimable Oint- 
ment to obtain ease. Gout, rheumatism, neuralgia, 
and tic doloreux are soon relieved, and ultimately 
cured by the use of this unequalled unguent, aided 
by Holloway’s Purifying and Aperient Pills. 
Under this judicious treatment, the afflicted parts 
soon cease to ache, and shortly regain their natural 
feelings and appearance. These remedies are in- 
valuable for curing spinal affections and nervous 
diseases. 



































112 THE 





THEATRICAL JOURNAL 





NATIONAL ASS 
218 Biles 
MULLS brilliant and favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN e 


EMBLY ROOMS, 
HOLBORN. 


very evening. The greatest regard is paid to ensuro the 


comfort and enjoyment of visitors. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 


Doors open at Halt-past Big 


ht; Close at Twelve o'clock. 


Admission throuchout the establishment 1s. 
Musical Director, Mr. W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





ROYAL ALEXANDRA THEATRE 


AND 
HIGHBURY BARN, ISLINGTON. 
Sole Proprietor, Mr. E, GIOVANNELLI. 
OTICE ; on Monday, April 11th, a Grand Compli- 

N mentary Benefit for Mr..Giovannelli, to reimburse 
him the heavy expenses incurred in defending his licence. 
Tunis will be the most brilliant night’s entertainme nt 
ever witnessed in this world-renowned establishment. 

Every evening THE HEIR of JAPAN; or, The 
CRIPPLEGATE HERO. With all the original mu sic, 
songs, and dances, Mr, A, Vivian, Mr. C, Steyne, Mr. 
J. Mordaunt, Mr. Camp ell, and Mr. E. Giovannelli ; 
Miss Reynolds, Miss Stafford, and Miss Eliza Hamilton. 

To be preceded by the screaming farce of WORRY- 
BURRY’S WHIMS (by D. Murray and C, H. Ross, 
isy.) Mr. C. Steyne, Mr. A, Vivian, and Miss Flora 
Seymour. 

Dancing in the grand hall at nine o’clock. Musical 
director, Mr. W. Lipyear. 

Admission, 6d ; balcony, 1s; stalls, 1s 6d. Doors open 
at quarter to seven, commence at yuarter-past. 

Open on Sunday for promenade by refreshment ticket. 

Immense preparations for Easter. 

Stage-manager, Mr J, Mordaunt; Acting-manager, 
Mr A, Vivian. 





THEATRE ROYAL, SADLER’S WELLS. 
Lessee—Mr. RK. EDGAR. 


EDNESDAY, LOVE in HUMBLE LIFE. Miss 
« Alice Austin, Messrs. Pugh, and W. 8. Johnson. 
The MERCHANT of VENICE. Shylock, Mr. C, 
Ilarley ; Antonio, Mr, Stanley ; Portia, Mrs. Malcolm. 
The CRITIC (Second Act) REHEARSAL of the TRA- 
GEDY,; Ye Spanish Armada, or Ye Siege of Tilbury 
Fort. Puff, Mr. Henry Edmond ; 'Tilburina, Miss Alice 
Austin.—Thursday, LOVE’S SACRIFICE. Elmore, 
Mr, Sandford; Margaret, Miss*Ada Byron. AURORA 
FLOYD.—Friday, HAMLET. Hamlet, Mr. C. Har- 
ley. LADY AUDLEY’S SECRET. Lady Audley, 
Miss Wheeler.—Saturday, The ROUGH DIAMOND, 
VENICE PRESERVED. Pierre, Mr. Gustavus 
Killingworth; Jaffier, Mr. Warde Bingley ; Belvidera, 
Miss Victor. CARTOUCHE.—Eugene Cater, the star 
comique, will appear every evening.—Manager, Mr. 
William A. Stanley, 


TO AMATEURS, 


LENUEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
| 450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
mances, ‘Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above. 


Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 


{AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
\) street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 
Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform. 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. 4 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Werdrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr, May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, $5, Bow-street. 


WE STAGE.—MR ARTHUR YOUNG (the 


well-known Shaksperian) having concluded his 
provincial engagements will resume his dramati 
instruction in the characters of HAMLET,OTHELLO, 
TIAGO, MACBETH, SHYLOCK, RICHARD III, 
&ec. 23, Crane Grove, Islington. 





ADAME TUSSAUD'S EX dcAIBITIOY, 
M BAKER STREET.—On view Vortrait modes 
of the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq., MADAME 
GRIST taken from life in the character of NORMA, 
Admission, ls; Children under ten years of age, 64 
Extra rooms, 6d. Open from 11 a.m. till 10 p.m. 








eos TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Bake 
rn Street—A PORTRAIT MODEL of TROP. 
MANN is now added amongst innumerable relics. The 
actual KNIFE of the original GUILLOTINE used for 
the decapitation of Louis XVI., Marie Antoinette, 
Robespierre, and 22,000 persons of the best and wort 
blood in France. 
| Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d. 

Open from eleven a.m. till five, and from seven till 
ten p.m. 





Stage Scenery, Dresses, and Appointments. 


ATKINS AND TIETJEN supply the above ani 

every requisite for Private THEATRICALS, Dra 
MATIC ENTERTAINMENTS, &c., on very Moderate Terms, 
---Address : 12, New Gloucester-street, Hoxton, N. 


$a 


MILE SHAKSPEARE Carte de Proverbe (copyright). 
Series No, 2 now ready. Also reissue of No. |, 
LACY, 89, Strand, London. - 
“A happy idea.”—Tllustrated Times. 


Amateur Entertainments. 
i ISS KATE DUDLEY (of the New Royalty ani 
Greenwich Theatres) is now at liberty for chamber 
maids, boys, and light comedy. For terms and date 
address, 230, Euston-road, N.W. 





The auditorium of “ Old Drury ” is about 
undergo a complete transformation to adapt it for 
the requirements of the New Opera Company, 
which, under the able direction of Mr. G. Wool 
and his powerful company, will be no me 
rival to the Mapleson-Gye company at Coven 
Garden. Plans and drawings have been prepart 
by Messrs. Marsh Nelson and W. Harvey, archi 
tects, and the whole worke placed ia the hands 
Messrs. W. Bracher and Son, whe remodelled th 
house under the same architects for Mr. Maples 
in the short space of five days after the destructio 
of Her Majesty’s Theatre, in 1868. 

A grand extra night’s performance will be gi 
at the Holborn Amphitheatre on Friday next, f 
the benefit of Mr. Charles Rudkin. 





Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’¢ 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. 
Brstow. 

To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 
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